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CANADA. 
Inspection of immigrants. 

Quebec, Canada, October 20, 1902. 
Weekended October 18, 1902. — Number inspected, 363; number passed, 
358 ; number detained, 5. 

W. C. Billings, 
Assistant Burgeon. 
The Surgeon-General. 

china. 

Inspection of vessels at Shanghai — Shipments via Canadian ports — Mortality 

statistics. 

Shanghai, China, September 20, 1902. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith abstract of bills of health 
issued at this port for the week ended September 20, 1902. There were 
inspected during the week 3 vessels, 282 crew, 55 cabin and 96 steerage 
passengers ; also 3L pieces of baggage and 48 pieces of freight. Ship- 
ping orders were visaed for 43,802 pieces of freight ; 2 pieces were disin- 
fected and 585 rejected. Of this latter it is claimed that a part is sent 
to the United States via Canadian ports, and is permitted to cross the 
border and to be delivered at destination, most frequently New York, 
unmolested. As I do not see the British consular invoices, I can not say 
how much of this is true. 

Following is a statement of the quarantinable diseases reported in the 
municipality for the week ended September 21 : Among non-Chinese 
population, cholera, 1 case ; among Chinese population, cholera, 25 
deaths. 

Eespectfully, S. H. Bansom, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon. 

The Surgeon-General. 

Statement of sanitary conditions and cholera situation. 

Shanghai, China, September 15, 1902. 

Sir: Up to this time there have been reported since June 1, 1902, 
1,175 deaths from cholera, of which 40 were among the European popu- 
lation. The greatest number of deaths from this disease in any one 
week was 181 and the smallest 23. I am told that the largest number 
of cases of cholera among Europeans during any previous epidemic in 
this city was 37, while this year there have been over 70. This infor 
mat ion is, I think, thoroughly reliable. The cholera death rate at this 
place is estimated at about 65 per cent of the cases. 

The population of Shanghai — that is, the territory within the bound- 
aries of the foreign concession — is estimated at 350,000 Chinese and 
7,000 foreigners. The latter live within a somewhat circumscribed 
area which is apparently in a very good sanitary condition ; so much 
of the native quarter as I have seen is fairly clean. 

Tuberculosis is responsible for a considerable proportion of the total 
number of deaths occurring here, claiming 1,097 victims out of a total of 
5,292 among the Chinese and 17 out of 128 among the foreigners. 

The water supply is taken from the river, the intake being below the 
city, and the tide is depended upon largely to diminish the amount of 
noxious material pumped on to the filter beds, as they are filled only 
when the tide is flood. Filth of all descriptions is thrown into the 
river and into the creeks or canals emptying into it, and this foul water 
is used by many of the Chinese for almost all domestic purposes, and 
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especially is this true of those living on the hundreds of sampans and 
junks. It is not an uncommon thing to see some one depositing faecal 
matter in the stream at one end of a junk and a woman washing rice or 
vegetables in the same water at the other end. Of course, most of the 
native population in the city proper use filtered water, and the major 
part of the foreigners take the additional precaution of refiltering and 
then boiling all drinking water. 

There is no sewer system here, all excrement being collected and util- 
ized as a fertilizer for the rice fields and vegetable gardens. This and 
t lie fact that the native dead, irrespective of the cause of death, are dis- 
posed of by being deposited on top of the ground, frequently without 
any covering other than the coffin, at such place as may be selected in 
each individual case, and the habit of flooding the fields in cool weather 
and the collecting and storing for domestic use by the Chinese of such 
ice as may form, would lead one to expect such diseases as typhoid fever 
and cholera, when once introduced, to become very prevalent. It is 
said, however, that even the unfiltered water is comparatively free from 
the organisms of these diseases, although they are at times found. 

Ice is manufactured from the filtered Whangpoo water. The average 
for the year of this water after Alteration appears to be 366 colonies 
per cubic centermeter, which is but 2 per cent of the organisms in the 
unfiltered water, the remaining 98 per cent being removed by the filter- 
ing process, which is through the ordinary sand and gravel beds about 
6 feet in thickness. The ships are supplied with this filtered water by 
means of an iron water boat. 

All that has been said refers exclusively to the so-called municipality. 
The Bureau is probably aware of the fact that there exist in Shanghai, 
three distinct forms of government each absolutely independent of the 
other. The municipal council governs all the territory within the 
several foreign concessions except the French, who have a city govern- 
ment of their own. The native city is governed by the Chinese, and 
no one has anything approaching a correct idea of the population or 
the conditions existing there. The population is variously estimated 
at from 350,000 to 700,000. So far as the health conditions there are 
concerned, I have been unable to find out anything about them, and no 
one will venture an opinion as to the number of cases of cholera or 
other contagious diseases which probably exist. 

I have also called upon the quarantine officer of the port, but have 
not so far had an opportunity to visit his station. Quarantine as con- 
ducted here seems to be directed especially against the introduction of 
plague, it being held that so long as cholera, smallpox, etc., prevail to 
such a large extent in the interior, and no quarantine measures against 
bringing it into the city from that direction are practicable, it would 
avail little to enforce quarantine against ports infected with the diseases 
mentioned. Of course, cases of infectious disease developing on vessels 
before reaching quarantine are removed at the station and some dis- 
infection is attempted. 

Eespectfully, S. H. Eansom, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon. 

The Subgeon-Genebal. 

COLOMBIA. 

Yelloio fever on British ship Comliebank for Port Townsend, Wash. 

Panama, Colombia, October 6, 1902. 
Sie: I have the honor to say that the British sailing ship Comliebank 
which has been in this port for about two months, cleared and was 



